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NOTES (These were captured during the meeting and are the sole 

Announcement of closed meetings

Agenda approval – passed

Columbia Update from Dennis Mattey
o HoCo Pride
o Color Columbia Plein Air Paint Out

o https://www.visithowardcounty.com/things-to-do/arts-culture/plein-air/
o Columbia Association Budget Process

• Encouraging people to get involved and make their voices heard for the budget process
o New Heat Pumps at the Columbia Arts Center

• Help conserve energy and reduce the carbon footprint of CA
• Using these for all the new and HVAC rooftop replacement units

o CA Visit to the White House
• Jeremy Scharfenburg was invited to the White House
• Reduction of 32% energy usage across the entire CA portfolio, 60% reduction in greenhouse 

gasses

Resident Speakout
o Sharon Boyce - Protect our Streams

• Calling for an immediate halt to all stream restorations in the future and remove funding for 
it in the budget

• Follow the plan to keep the lakes and ponds on a regular dredging schedule and a dredging 
fund to be used on a yearly basis

o Bob Dover
• Summarizing last 6 months of stream restoration activity in Howard County
• States that there is no benefits to stream restoration and there was no science involved in 

the decisions made
• Integrate residents nearby proposed stream restoration sites to get their involvement and 

feedback
o Joel Horowitz

• Harper's Choice board, but speaking on his own behalf
• Concerns about the Columbia Council processes
• Correct the minutes vs. notes 
• Meeting vs. work session – need to have a better understanding and implementation

o Sarah Kellett
• Sewell's Orchard Park project - increased discharge rate that was not allowed by CA that has 

required raising the embankment, requiring many months of construction
• Does not believe there was any science considered for this project
• Concerned about the incessant beeping of the construction vehicles
• Two responses were sent to her email but she did not receive or did not see either of them

Consent Agenda
o Approval of notes from previous meeting - all passed

https://www.visithowardcounty.com/things-to-do/arts-culture/plein-air/


Board Discussion
o FY25 Budget Discussion

§ Draft operating budget and capital project allocations
§ In the "Listening" phase - getting feedback on what the community wants the budget to focus on
§ Strategic Priorities

• Infrastructure
• Accessibility
• Affordability
• Environment
• Staff Training
• Grants
• Fund the existing strategic plan

§ Significant increase in insurance all over the country - 25% - due to mostly wood construction and 
increasing storms with climate change

o Process to categorize Board policies

Reports
o No questions regarding reports

Found at the CA homepage – 
www.columbiaassociation.org
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